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The first MDVI Euronet conference was held over two days in Dublin in June 2011
and was hosted by St Josephdés Centre f
attended by 65 delegates from 11 different countries.

The theme of the Conferen
School for the Visually Impaired has
changed & challenges for a new
generationd, and fea
presentations from experts from

across Europe as well as breakout
discussion groups for all those

attending. The Conference was

expertly facilitated by Dr Steve McCall

and Dr Mike McLinden from the

University of Birmingham, Dr John
Ravenscroft from the University of
Edinburgh and Mr lain Prain, former

Vice Principal from the Royal Blind School.

Dr McCall also kindly collated the findings from the breakout groups which makes for
very interesting reading. Ideas for further discussion and work are given. These,
along with copies of the presentations given at the conference, can be viewed at the
conference website www.mdvi -conference.org .

MDVI Euronet would like to thank all those who attended the conference and made it
such a great success. We would also like to thank all who have worked behind the
scenes in getting the venue ready and extend our thanks to the catering team who
kept all well fed and made the gala dinner so memorable. And not forgetting the
wonderful musicians who provided the entertainment for the night.




0% Building a brighter future for young

: (O People with complex needs who
Specialist Learning are blind and partially sighted

RNIB Pears Centre for Specialist Lear(forgnerly known as
RNIB Rushton School and Children's Home) is currently bein
transformed to provide new purposheuilt facilities for children
and young people with complex needs who are blind or parti
sighted from all over the UK.

The redevelopment, which is due for completion in 2012, has
far created five specialist bungalows which are designed to

develop and encourage independence as well as cater for th
individual needs of the children. Each bungalow has specially
designed bedrooms as well as gardens and outdoor play are¢

Ginny Tyler, Principal Manager: Care and Wellbeing said:

"Young people attending RNIB Pears Centre moved into the new bungalows six months ago and
we are seeing such a positive impact on their behaviour and quality of life. They enjoy spending
time in the gardens and have begun growing vegetables. The opportunity to explore and extend
their environment in these new and beautifully designed homes is really exciting!"

A newly built school will be fully completed later thysar and
includes specialist classrooms, each with space fortorene and
group teaching, physiotherapy and mobility equipment. New facilities
~ also include multsensory environments, a music room, library and
=~ hall.

Last year the school at RNIB Pears Centre bethenenly non

" maintained special school in England to be awarded specialist status in
@ Special Educational Needs (SEN) cognition and learning by the
Department for Education.

¥” Andy Moran, Head

L4 Teacher said: "We are
i delighted to be creating
an environment in which
children and young
people with complex needs can reach their full
potential for learningindependence and fulfillment
in everyday lifeOur specialist status has led to
important research project&ith both Birmingham
and Warwick Universities exploring howitoprove
young people's experience of learning, not only at
our centre but at other special schools across the
country."

For more information visit rnib.org.uk/pearscentre



